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COMFORT
FIRST

This friendly neighbourhood bar by Treelight Design
has a distinctive organic appeal with a statement bar
and refreshing green cover
Text TINA THAKRAR Images SHAMANTH PATIL
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Instead of having
a tree sprouting
from the ground,
the design team
suspended a pot
with metal wires and
planted the tree in it,
to bring nature into
the interiors. Hanging
the pot from a sloped
ceiling posed quite a
challenge, but they
created a solid frame
for the roof to handle
the load.

“Our idea was to create a comfortable, friendly environment for
the residents to treat it like a second home. We want them to
feel the warmth of the atmosphere and come in as families.”
– Amitha Madan, Principal Designer, Treelight Design
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bar, in a heavily
residential
neighbourhood of Bengaluru, is an inn with a warm,
community feel. The brief, to design a friendly
neighbourhood bar, was given to Amitha Madan
of Treelight Design, who infused it with a cosy
and comfortable vibe, and a contemporary touch.
She drew inspiration from a traditional Spanish
hacienda, with a courtyard at the heart of the space,
besides arches, a sloping roof with a skylight, yellow
pigmented flooring and hand plastered beige walls.
At first, the site was merely a rectangular shell
of unfinished columns and beams, no walls, and a
floor partially covered in terrace slab. The design
team divided the available space into an indoor and
outdoor area. The site and surroundings served as
the main triggers of the design, with a wall of green
connecting the two.
Upon entry, a small yet welcoming foyer leads
to a red entrance door. The main dining area has
a courtyard-like space in the centre, and a brick
bar with a bottle display unit and a solid wood
countertop nestled in a corner. The bar has a
deliberate raw and unfinished look, with wall art
and posters for a personal touch. The kitchen and
restrooms are positioned on both sides of the bar.
The seating has been designed to cater to two
different energies - visitors who prefer to stay around
the bar, and those coming in for dinner. There are
high-seater tables in the skylit area for the former,
and group seating spaces near the arched windows
for the latter. Between the two is a raised platform
with a few more lounge sofas.
The furniture and lighting follows this mix of
informal and semi-formal. A material mix of metal,
jute, wood and concrete was used for the furniture,
custom-designed by Madan’s own product brand,
Magari. The lighting was then worked out on the
basis of the skylight, which compensated for the
limited amount of natural light coming in originally.
The high ceiling offered an opportunity to use
bespoke chandeliers, with a few sources of diffused
light. To abide by the comfortable vibe, the stronger
architectural elements like arches and sloped roof
were only subtly illuminated.
Every aspect of the project, including the
materials, furniture, accessories, and most
importantly, the design, displays an eclectic aesthetic
that works perfectly for an easy evening. H&DT
FACT FILE: Area: 4,000 sqft | Location: Bengaluru,
Karnataka | Plumbing: Jaquar | Furniture: Magari
Lighting: Big Fish
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FACT FILE: Area: 6,600 sqft | Location: Gurugram, Haryana | Windows: Encraft | Hardware: Dorma, Hettich | Plumbing: Kohler
Electrical: Polycab | Paints: Asian Paints | Flooring: Simpolo | Veneers: Greenlam | Lighting Consultant: DBEL Studio

